


e links to useful tools and information, and an elibrary of plans, reports and studies related to
Allegheny Places’ elements, and

e the “ACED Review Policy” for submittal of applications to, and timing of reviews by the county
planning agency.

Please direct any inquiries or comments to Andrew Hartwell of my staff at (412) 350-1360 or
andrew.hartwell@alleghenycounty.us.

Sincerely,
/4(/ /Q A

Kay Pierce
Manager, Planning Division
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Township of Wilkins

Board of Commissioners Allegheny County Township Officers
Sylvia J. Martinelli, President Founded in 1821 Rebecca Bradley, Township Manager
Paul G. Padula, Vice President George M. Porado, Treasurer
Sharyn A. Fialla John F. Cambest, Solicitor
Jqscph D. Costa Irene J. Pohl Municipal Building Paul A. Vargo, Public Works {Superiptendmt
Michael E. Szoko Edward A. Krancic, Police Chief

110 Peffer Road
Turtle Creek, PA 15145-1192

May 20, 2010

Ms. Kay Pierce, Manager

Allegheny County Economic Development - Planning Division
425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment

Dear Ms. Pierce:

Please find enclosed a proposed amendment to the Wilkins Township Zoning
Ordinance relative to temporary and permanent signs, as recommended by the
Wilkins Township Planning Commission.

Please review these proposed recommendations and provide the Township with
your comments, if any. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me directly at 412-824-2074 or by email: rbradley@wilkinstownship.com.

Sincerely,

TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS

ﬂfm/ or o
Rebecca Bradley LU gmn{ =
Manager ;74 0. A

Cc:  Board of Commissioners Fao-0 (@ 0F
Planning Commission

Telephone: (412) 824-6650
Fax: (412)824-3808 * Police Fax: (412) 824-6647 * Public Works Fax: (412) 824-1986



TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NUMBER:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
AMENDING THE WILKINS TOWNSHIP CODIFIED BOOK OF ORDINANCES, PART II,
GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 173, ZONING, ARTICLE V, SIGNS, SECTION 173-28,
DEFINITIONS, TO ADD A DEFINITION FOR SPECIAL ADVERTISING AND REAL ESTATE
SIGNS; TO ADD DEFINITIONS FOR ARTERIAL, COLLECTOR AND LOCAL STREETS AND
AMEND THE DEFINITION OF TEMPORARY SIGNS; AMENDING SECTION 173-30,
EXCEPTIONS, PARAGRAPH G, TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGNS TO ELIMINATE TIME
UMITATIONS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, THE NUMBER OF PERMITTED SIGNS ON
PRIVATE PROPERTY AND THE REQUIRED LOCATION OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY; DECREASING THE HEIGHT OF POLITICAL SIGNS ON BOTH PRIVATE
PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PROPERTY FROM SIX FEET TO FOUR FEET; AMENDING
SECTION 173-35, TABLE | TO PROVIDE FOR REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL ADVERTISING
AND REAL ESTATE SIGNS AND AMEND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS FOR FREE STANDING
SIGNS; AND AMENDING SECTION 173-38, FREESTANDING SIGNS, TO ADD HEIGHT
REQUIREMENTS BASED UPON STREET CLASSIFICATION.

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Wilkins Township, Allegheny County, adopted Zoning
Ordinance #542 (Code Chapter 173), as amended, to promote the public health, safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, in consultation with the Planning Commission have
determined that the zoning for permanent, freestanding signs, and temporary and banner signs,
including political signs no longer adequately meets the community objectives initially established in
the Comprehensive Plan as adopted and amended by the Governing Body; and

WHEREAS, as a result of a review process by the Planning Commission, the Board of
Commissioners is desirous of amending the Wilkins Township Zoning Ordinance to comply with the
recommendations and objectives of the Planning Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED and ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of the
Township of Wilkins and it is hereby ORDAINED and ENACTED as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 173-28, Definitions, of the Zoning Code is hereby amended to amend the

definition of temporary sign and to add the following definitions:

ARTERIAL: A street classification which includes highways that provide intracounty or
intermunicipal traffic of substantial volumes where the average trip lengths are usually
five {5) miles or greater. Generally, these highways should accommodate operating
speeds of thirty-five (35) to fifty-five (55) miles per hour.



COLLECTOR: A street classification which is intended to include those highways which
connect local access highways to arterial highways. They may serve intracounty and
intramunicipal traffic. They may serve as traffic corridors connecting residential areas
with industrial, shopping and other service, They may penetrate residential areas.
Generally, these highways will accommodate operating speeds of thirty five (35) miles
per hour.

LOCAL ACCESS: A street classification intended to include streets and roads that provide
direct access to abutting land and connections to higher classes of roadways. Traffic
volumes will be low and travel distances generally short. These streets and roads should
be designed for operating speeds of twenty-five (25) miles per hour or under.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING AND REAL ESTATE SIGN: A temporary, non-illuminated sign made
of flexible, non-reflective material, or solid metal, or wood, secured by grommets, nails,
ropes, cords, stakes or other temporary means to buildings, structures or the ground,
that announces a special event or sale, including real estate sales and leases, or the
names of contractors, mechanics or artisans engaged in performing work on the
premises.

TEMPORARY SIGN: A sign which is erected for a limited time period, induding garage
sale signs, grand opening signs, celebration signs and political campaign signs

WEDGE-SHAPED SIGN: A temporary, non-illuminated “Special Advertising and Real
Estate Sign” which has two sign faces of identical size and dimension placed at an angle
which is greater than forty-five degrees (45°) and secured or attached to more than one
support structure. A wedge shaped sign with identical copy on hoth sides shall be
deemed to be one sign. A wedge shaped sign with different copy on each side shall be
deemed to be two signs.

Section 2. Chapter 173-30, Paragraph G, Subparagraphs (1) through (2), Temporary Political
Signs, is amended to read as follows:

G. Temporary political signs. Temporary political signs announcing political candidates seeking
office, political parties and/or political and public issues contained on a ballot shall be subject to
the following:

(1) Private Property:
a. Area. Temporary political signs shall not exceed an aggregate gross surface area of
twenty (20) square feet.
b. Height. Temporary political signs shall not project higher than four (4’) feet, as
measured from base of sign or grade of the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is
higher.

{2) Public Property:
a. No sign shall be erected on public property which:
i. Obstructs the site triangle distance at an intersection along a public right-of-
way.



ii. Tends by its location, color, shape, message or nature to be confused with
or obstruct the view of traffic signs or traffic signals by motorists or
pedestrians; no red, green or yellow illuminated signs shall be permitted
within 300 feet of any traffic signal.

iii. Uses admonitions such as stop, go, slow, danger, etc., which might be
confused with traffic signals.

iv. Exceeds an aggregate gross surface area of 20 square feet.

v. Temporary political signs shall not project higher than four feet, as
measured from base of sign or grade of the nearest adjacent roadway,
whichever is higher.

vi. No temporary political sign shall be erected in any public park or land which
is part of the Township Municipal Building site.

b. Special conditions as to all temporary political signs on public property.

i. Timing. Temporary political signs may be erected or maintained for a period
not to exceed 30 days prior to the date of the election to which such signs
are applicable and shall be removed within seven days following such
election. The candidate is responsible for alf political signs of the candidate.

ii. Permit.

1. The erector of such signs or an authorized agent of the political
party or candidate shall apply for and obtain a permit from the
Township Zoning Officer and deposit with the Township at the time
of his application a fee in an amount established by resolution as a
guarantee that all such signs shall be removed promptly within
seven days after the date of the election to which such signs relate.
If such signs are not removed at the end of the seven-day period,
the Township will then have them removed and keep the full sum
deposited to reimburse the expense incurred by the Township.
The Township Commissioners shall determine by resolution the
amount of deposit which shall be returned upon the satisfactory
removal of such signs within the seven day period.

2. All signs erected without a permit shall be removed forthwith by the
Township and, if not claimed by the owner, within 10 days of
removal, disposed of. If claimed by the owner, the permit fee due
shall be paid.
Section 3. Chapter 173-30, Exemptions, Paragraph G, Subparagraphs (3} through (6), inclusive

are hereby deleted.

Section 4. Chapter 173-35, Table | of the Zoning Code is hereby amended to add the following:



Residential/

Residential-
Type of Sign Commercial-1
Freestanding Sign
Maximum Height (feet)

Special Advertising and Real Estate Sign
Permitted Yes
Maximum number 2

Maximum surface
area (square feet) 6

Maximum height 4 feet

Maximum length ———

Minimum spacing eeeenerenennne

between signs

lllumination No

Setback ——————
Placement See 173-30D
Time limit See 173-30D & G

Commercial Manufacturing

See §173-38

Yes Yes
2 per public street front

Building mounted see §173-41C
Ground mounted see “NOTES”

Building mounted see §173-41E
Ground mounted 8 feet

Building mounted see §173-41C
Ground mounted see “NOTES”

None None

No No

Building mounted same as
building setback
Ground mounted see “NOTES”

Contractor or Artisan’s Sign: 10 days after the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

Real Estate Signs: 10 days following sale or
lease of property.

Special Advertising Sign: Not more than 10 days
Before nor more than 10 days following the
special event or sale, with a maximum of

30 days.



NOTES: Size. Ground mounted special advertising and real estate sign shall have a
maximum allowable sign surface area as follows:

Minimum Distance
of Sign From Road
Right-of-Way Line Maximum Sign Size
{feet) {square feet)
20to 75 32
75 to 250 90
250 or more 140

Section 5. Chapter 173-35, Table | of the Zoning Code is hereby amended to delete the
following in it's’ entirety:

“NOTES: When a banner sign is approved for use in the C Commercial District or in the
M Manufacturing District, the maximum allowable sign surface area shall be 32 square
feet.”

Section 6.  Chapter 173-38 of the Zoning Code is hereby amended to add the following
paragraph:
D. Freestanding Sign Height:

1. The maximum permitted height of a Freestanding Sign in Residential Zoning Districts
(R-1 through R-4) is five (5) feet.

2. The maximum permitted height of a Freestanding Sign in Residential-Commercial
(RC1), Commercial (C-1) and Manufacturing (M-1) shall be determined based upon
street classification, as follows:

Maximum
Street Classification Height of Freestanding Sign
Arterial 16’
Collector 8
Local &

Section 7. Repealer. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed.

Section 8. Severability. If any sentence, clause, section, or part of this Ordinance is for any
reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity
shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections or parts of this

Ordinance. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Wilkins



that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid sentence,
clause, section or part thereof nof been included herein.

Section 9. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective on the date of adoption by the
Board of Commissioners.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED this day of , 2010, at a duly

assembled public meeting.

ATTEST: TOWNSHIP OF WILKINS

Rebecca Bradiey, Manager Sylvia 1. Martinelli, President





